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A young boy and his father visit the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

From Publishers WeeklyA boy travels to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial with his father to seek
out his grandfather's name. The well-matched text and illustrations are soft but stirring. Ages
4-8.Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.Review"A sensitive and moving picture
book, and a great discussion book as well." — School Library Journal (starred review)About the
AuthorEve Bunting has written over two hundred books for children, including the Caldecott
Medal-winning Smoky Night, illustrated by David Diaz, The Wall, Fly Away Home, and Train to
Somewhere. She lives in Southern California.Ronald Himler is the award-winning illustrator of
more than 75 books for children. He lives in the desert outside of Tuscon, Arizona.
ronhimler.com Read more
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This is a sample. The number of pages displayed is limited. This is a sample. The number
of pages displayed is limited.

The Poppy Lady: Moina Belle Michael and Her Tribute to Veterans Night Catch
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Judy K. Polhemus, “A stark memorial. So many things are accomplished in this haunting story of
one dad and his son making that long trip to visit father/grandfather, whose name is etched into
the Vietnam Memorial Wall in Washington, D.C. Eve Bunting and Ronald Himler are respectful,
reverent, and nostalgic in telling this story in "The Wall."I've been there and wondered how the
pair would depict the memorial. What they put on paper is exactly what happens at the Wall,
exactly! To make the experience wide-eyed and innocent, the author relays the story through this
little boy's perspective. He's been prepared: he knows they have come to locate grandfather's
name as one of 58,000 killed and missing in action.Bunting chooses to by-pass the location
catalog and simply use 1967, the year Grandfather died in the war. Once they find his name,
Dad takes out paper to use with pencil to rub his father's name as a keepsake. They leave a
picture of the grandson below the deceased soldier's name. The boy has already explored some
of the items that relatives and friends leave at the base of the Wall.The pair encounter four types
of visitors: an elderly couple obviously visiting their son's name, a grandfather and grandson
visiting the soldier-dad's name, and a group of girls on a field trip. Their behavior is proper, but
not reflective of loss such as the others experience. The last visitor becomes the most deeply
moving encounter. A man in a wheelchair with a blanket folded over where his legs should have
been, an obvious veteran with a decorated ribbon, and obviously a Vietnam vet, rolls in. It is a
chance meeting the boy will never forget.When they leave, the boy is sad, but wiser. He's been
to the memorial erected in his grandfather's honor, as well as the 58,000 companions. He would
like a grandpa as the other boy had, but he is proud to know his grandfather served his
country.As an interesting side note, the father-son duo look to be Native American in an
honorable tribute to an under-recognized minority who also participated in this war.Not one
sentence of the story is overstated, not one illustration false. Script and art work in tandem in
presenting a quiet little story concerning an utterly cosmic wound in the American psyche.”

Storytime with Tristan, “Highly recommend!!. As a teacher, this is the perfect book to read to help
kids understand more about Memorial Day. It's also a great book to use to help teach kids how to
make inferences. I love books by Eve Bunting but this is probably my favorite!”

Bren, “Well written. I purchased this book to teach my daughter about the importance of
Veteran's Day.. This is a great book. Very well written and easy for children to understand. The
pictures are beautiful and the story is simple, but leaves a very lasting impression. We have
read it several times. My daughter is 9 and can easily read this book by herself. We have had
some wonderful discussions while reading the book. It is a great teaching tool. It prompted us to
learn more and we ended up using this book as part of our Veteran unit study in our
homeschool. I highly recommend it.”

Sara Wong, “Is a nice book for kids and adults.. Is a nice book for kids and adults”



Dave_G0rby, “Excellent!. Bought this to give to my great grandson on Memorial Day. In today's
world, most don't realize what Memorial Day really is. I used this book to teach my 8 year old
great grandson that Memorial Day is not a long week-end celebrating the start of the summer
season, nor is it a day to remember our Armed Forces veterans, but a day we remember all
those died getting and then keeping this a free nation. I'm a Vietnam veteran and had him read
the book to me and then discussed the story. Explained that when I went to Nam I had three
children, and if things were different, he might be visiting The Wall to see my name. Also gave
him a "Freedom Isn't Free" sticker and planned a trip to The Wall. It was a great experience for
both of us. The book gave us an excellent story and illustrations that helped keep his interest
and it started a great discussion that has lasted for weeks after the reading.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Must Have for Memorial Day. This is an amazing book to have in the
classroom or for your kids. The pictures are phenominal and the story it tells is even better. I
use this book to help teach a lesson to my fifth graders on Memorial Day. It's surprising that kids
at that age still don't fully grasp the kinds of sacrifices soldiers have made throughout history, for
the rest of us and this book does a good job paying tribute to them. It's a little heavy and I
recommend reading it before reading it aloud to the class, but it leaves you with a feel-good
ending and a patriotic urge to be proud to be an American. It also leaves you having a far
greater respect for those who put their lives on the line and died for their country.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Powerful lessons for all of us.. This book tells the story of a father and
son visiting the Vietnam Memorial Wall together to find the name of their father/grandfather. The
people they encounter along the way include a veteran whom we can infer lost his legs in the
war, a grandfather and grandson, a group of students who seem insensitive to the emotional
journey that this is for the boy and his dad. My students were so moved by this story. I shared it
with them for Veteran's Day. Reading Rainbow, you've done it again!”

Kari, “Tissue needed. This is a beautiful story. It absolutely had me in tears. You can see my
book reviews @ seedlingsofcreativity”

Unga Bunga, “Highly recommend. Goods as described. Fast shipping. Highly recommend”

Suzanne Doerksen, “Great book.. Great book.”

NW, “Powerful. November 11th reading list.”

The book by Eve Bunting has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 516 people have provided feedback.
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